
SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM 

WELCOME

Welcome to the  
Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm 

Virtual Informational Open House
Please be sure to join the Hecate Energy team  

on April 28th, 2021 for the discussion panel  
of the Open House. 

There are 2 convenient sessions that will be covering the same topics,  
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. or 5:00 p.m.- 7:00 p.m.

You can find the invitation for these Zoom meetings at  
www.ShepherdsRunSolar.com/Open-House

CONTACT THE PROJECT TEAM:
Info@ShepherdsRunSolar.com  |  (833) 529-6597  |  www.ShepherdsRunSolar.com 
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Hecate Energy develops solar, wind and battery storage 
projects for our clean energy future.
	y Hecate Energy develops clean energy power plants from planning and inception 
through construction and operation.

	y Founded in 2012 by a team of energy industry veterans who have worked together 
for more than 25 years, Hecate Energy’s team has developed thousands of 
megawatts of electricity generation projects across the United States.

	y Hecate Energy has entered into over 2.1 gigawatts (powering approximately  
1.35M homes) of renewable power purchase agreements since 2012 and has 
approximately 12 gigawatts of additional projects currently under development  
of which nearly 800 MW of projects are in New York State.

SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

ABOUT THE COMPANY

“One of the most pressing issues of our time, climate 
change threatens the lives and livelihoods for all of 
us. Solar energy can help meet the growing demands 
of today’s increasingly electrified society in a local, 
sustainable way.”

Alex Campbell, Project Team
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SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

OVERVIEW OF PERMITTING

Overview of Siting & Permitting Law 

	y Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm is proceeding under 
Section 94-c of the Executive Law of New York 
State. It provides for the review of new or modified 
major electric generating facilities by the Office of 
Renewable Energy Siting (ORES), housed within  
the Department of State. 

Key Provisions of the Law Include: 

	y All new renewable energy projects larger than  
25 megawatts will be required to seek an approved 
permit through the ORES prior to construction. 

	y Creates a review and approval process specifically 
for large scale renewable energy projects.  

	y Regulations promulgated under the law address 
environmental impacts and identify potential 
mitigation measures to address those impacts. 

	y For each project, municipalities and community 
intervenors may apply for funds, provided by the 
developer and managed by the ORES, to defray  
the costs of reviewing the project and participating  
in the ORES process. 

Local Agency Account Funding  

	y For each project, local agencies and potential community intervenors may apply for funds  
to defray the costs of reviewing the project and advising the ORES on the project’s 
compliance with local laws and potential environment, public health and safety impacts.  
The funds are provided by the applicant. 

	y Eligible local agencies include any municipality and other political subdivisions of the State 
that may be affected by the proposed major electric generating facility. At least 75 percent 
of the funds are reserved for local agencies. Potential community intervenors include 
persons residing in an affected community or non-profits with a concrete and localized 
interest that may be affected by the proposed major electric generating facility. 

	y Local agencies or potential community intervenors must submit a request for initial funding 
within 30 days of the date of the project’s application to the Office of Renewable Energy 
Siting, at the Albany, New York office, Attention: Request for Local Agency Account Funding. 

	y Further information regarding the availability and rules for intervenor funding can be found 
at https://ores.ny.gov/regulations and in subpart 900-5 of the final ORES regulations.
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SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

Potential impacts are rigorously studied in the permitting process administered by New York State  
in conjunction with local stakeholders. Issues pertaining to community, wildlife, and wetland impacts, among 
others, are addressed as part of this comprehensive process.

Visual

	y A common misconception about solar photovoltaic (PV) panels is that 
they inherently cause or create glare. Light absorption rather than 
reflection is the central function of solar PV panels. By design, glare 
is minimized because any light reflected is no longer available to be 
converted into electricity.

	y Solar PV panels are constructed of dark-colored (usually blue or black) 
materials and are covered with anti-reflective coatings. Modern PV 
panels reflect as little as 2% of incoming sunlight. Glare impacts are  
not anticipated for the Project.

	y Hecate Energy is committed to working with the adjacent landowners 
and the community to ensure minimal visual impact occurs. A vegetative 
landscape plan will be designed to screen the Project from highly  
visible areas.

Wildlife

	y Hecate Energy is focused on preserving wildlife habitat.

	y The Project has undertaken environmental surveys to minimize adverse 
impacts to wildlife and will mitigate any adverse impacts of the Project 
to the maximum extent practicable.

Additional Studies Conducted

	y Land use, agriculture, wetlands and other water resources, soils, cultural 
resources, noise, transportation and socioeconomics are all studies that 
are currently being conducted by professionals hired by Hecate Energy.

	y These studies will be included in the Section 94-c application and the 
results will be made available to the public.
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Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm will support 
local farmers and provide renewable energy 
to Columbia County while protecting and 
preserving our clean air, water quality, and  
soil resources.

Project Details

	y 60 MW photovoltaic (PV) solar facility

	y The facility will be built on several parcels east of Taconic  
Hills School District and north of Copake Lake. The Project 
footprint will occupy approximately 255 acres where the  
panels will cover 80.8 acres.  

	y Ground-mounted solar farm with PV panels on galvanized  
steel tracker racking structures

	y Low-profile, approximately 10 feet high above grade at the 
tallest point (about the height of field corn stalks) 

	y Crystalline type panel commonly used for residential  
rooftop systems

SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

PROJECT OVERVIEW
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SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

PROJECT LAYOUT CHANGES 

Pa
th

:
S:

\1
-P

RO
JE

CT
S\

He
ca

te
\3

65
24

5_
Sh

ep
he

rd
s_

Ru
n_

So
lar

\S
RS

_O
H_

Fi
g2

_S
ite

_L
ay

ou
t_

20
21

_8
x1

1.
m

xd
Ma

p 
Ro

ta
tio

n:
Co

or
di

na
te

 S
ys

te
m

:
0

NA
D 

19
83

 S
ta

te
Pl

an
e 

Ne
w 

Yo
rk

 E
as

t F
IP

S 
31

01
 F

ee
t (

Fo
ot

 U
S)

Town of
Copake

Town of
Hillsdale

Town of
Taghkanic

1:24,000

1 " = 2,000 '
0 1,000 2,000

Feet$

LEGEND
PROPOSED PANEL ARRAY

REMOVED PANELS

DELINEATED WETLAND

100' NYSDEC BUFFER

PROJECT AREA

TOWN BOUNDARY 1.    BASEMAP IMAGERY FROM ESRI/MAXAR
"WORLD IMAGERY" BASEMAP, 2019.

2. DATA SOURCES: ESRI, TRC, HECATE.Pennsylvania

Vermont

Connecticut

Massachusetts

APRIL 2021

365245

HECATE ENERGY
SHEPHERD'S RUN SOLAR

TOWN OF COPAKE, COLUMBIA COUNTY, NY

H. VAILLANT
H. VAILLANT FIGURE 2

A. KAILAS

PROPOSED LAYOUT

10 MAXWELL DRIVE
CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

CHECKED BY:

DRAWN BY:

TITLE:

PROJECT:

PROJ NO.:

SITE LOCATION

NEW YORK OVERVIEW

Pa
th

:
S:

\1
-P

RO
JE

CT
S\

He
ca

te
\3

65
24

5_
Sh

ep
he

rd
s_

Ru
n_

So
lar

\S
RS

_O
H_

Fi
g2

_S
ite

_L
ay

ou
t_

20
21

_8
x1

1.
m

xd
Ma

p 
Ro

ta
tio

n:
Co

or
di

na
te

 S
ys

te
m

:
0

NA
D 

19
83

 S
ta

te
Pl

an
e 

Ne
w 

Yo
rk

 E
as

t F
IP

S 
31

01
 F

ee
t (

Fo
ot

 U
S)

Town of
Copake

Town of
Hillsdale

Town of
Taghkanic

1:24,000

1 " = 2,000 '
0 1,000 2,000

Feet$

LEGEND
PROPOSED PANEL ARRAY

REMOVED PANELS

DELINEATED WETLAND

100' NYSDEC BUFFER

PROJECT AREA

TOWN BOUNDARY 1.    BASEMAP IMAGERY FROM ESRI/MAXAR
"WORLD IMAGERY" BASEMAP, 2019.

2. DATA SOURCES: ESRI, TRC, HECATE.Pennsylvania

Vermont

Connecticut

Massachusetts

APRIL 2021

365245

HECATE ENERGY
SHEPHERD'S RUN SOLAR

TOWN OF COPAKE, COLUMBIA COUNTY, NY

H. VAILLANT
H. VAILLANT FIGURE 2

A. KAILAS

PROPOSED LAYOUT

10 MAXWELL DRIVE
CLIFTON PARK, NY 12065

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

CHECKED BY:

DRAWN BY:

TITLE:

PROJECT:

PROJ NO.:

SITE LOCATION

NEW YORK OVERVIEW Note:  
Eliminated battery storage 
component of the project.



CONTACT THE PROJECT TEAM:
Info@ShepherdsRunSolar.com  |  (833) 529-6597  |  www.ShepherdsRunSolar.com 

SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

THE PROJECT 

Design Version Total 
Acres

Inside 
Fence

Panels 
Only

July 1, 2020 873 480 n/a

Percent of Total n/a 54.9% n/a

December 9, 2020 873 360 99.6

Percent of Total n/a 41.2% 11.4%

April 28, 2020 873 255 80.8

Percent of Total n/a 29.3% 9.3%
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Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm will be a good neighbor  
supplying clean, affordable, renewable energy and an  
array of benefits for the community.

Employment Opportunities

	y Approximately 200+ construction jobs will be created during peak construction.

	y Local businesses and workers will be contracted for engineering, surveying,  
site preparation, construction and ongoing operation and maintenance support  
to the extent practicable.

	y Co-development employment through Christmas tree farming, bee keeping,  
sheep grazing and wool product production.

Local Economic Impact

	y Hecate’s investment will result in millions of dollars in positive economic  
stimulus including jobs created during construction and operations that will  
benefit local building trades, restaurants, lodging, gas stations, and stores.

New Revenue

	y Shepherd’s Run Solar Farm will create a new revenue stream the community  
can use for services including the local fire department, ambulance company,  
and library.

How Will This Affect Reliability and Price?
Solar is one of the least expensive forms of electricity generation and 
its fuel, the sun, is free. As the price of other power generation grows, 
solar energy will help to mitigate overall electricity price increases.

SHEPHERD’S RUN SOLAR FARM  

ECONOMIC BENEFITS






